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September 6, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Lion Roars”
Shall we pray …
Turn to the tenth chapter of Revelation. This chapter begins after the sixth trumpet in chapter 9.

Revelation 10:1 “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow [was] upon his head, and his face [was] as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:” Here we see a mighty angel has come down. What is an angel? An angel is a messenger. We see that this angel or messenger is described as a mighty angel clothed with a cloud. We need to see if this is actually Jesus.
When Jesus ascended to heaven in Acts 1:9, “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.” 
What do the scriptures say this cloud is?

Psalm 104:3 says “Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind:” So God’s chariot is the clouds. Let’s define it further.
Psalm 68:7 says “The chariots of God [are] twenty thousand, [even] thousands of angels: the Lord [is] among them, [as in] Sinai, in the holy [place].” So the cloud Jesus is clothed with is His chariot, myriads of angels.
Revelation 1:7 says “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, …”
Revelation 10:1 goes on to say “… clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow [was] upon his head …”
Ezekiel 1:28 “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so [was] the appearance of the brightness round about. This [was] the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.”
Revelation 4:3, 4 “And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and [one] sat on the throne.  And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and [there was] a rainbow round about the throne,” The rainbow in Rev. 10:1 is another identifier of God in the Person of Jesus.
Revelation 10:1 goes on to say “… and his face [was] as it were the sun …” Does the scripture bear this out pertaining to Jesus?
Matthew 17:2 when Jesus was transfigured the scripture says, “
And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, …”
Revelation 10:1 goes on to say “…and his face [was] as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:”

There is a description of Jesus in the Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary in Revelation 1. Verse 15 gives this description of His feet: “And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace;”
I want to make one more point regarding the rainbow in Revelation 10:1. In Genesis 9:12, 13 “And God said, This [is] the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that [is] with you, for perpetual generations:  I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.”
The rainbow was to be a token of a covenant between God and the earth. The covenant was in verse 11, “… neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.”  

So now back to Revelation 10:1 “And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow [was] upon his head, and his face [was] as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:” The mighty angel is Divinity exalting the Law of God. He is the messenger of the covenant. He is Jesus and the SOP confirms that fact in 19MR 319.3 “The mighty Angel who instructed John was no less a personage than Jesus Christ. Setting His right foot on the sea, and His left upon the dry land, shows the part which He is acting in the closing scenes of the great controversy with Satan. This position denotes His supreme power and authority over the whole earth. The controversy has waxed stronger and more determined from age to age, and will continue to do so, to the concluding scenes when the masterly working of the powers of darkness shall reach their height. Satan, united with evil men, will deceive the whole world and the churches who receive not the love of the truth. But the mighty Angel demands attention. He cries with a loud voice. He is to show the power and authority of His voice to those who have united with Satan to oppose the truth.”  {19MR 319.3}  
Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.”
This gets interesting now as we put the pieces of the puzzle together. The messenger spoken of in Malachi 3:1 is not John the Baptist as some think, rather it is the mighty angel in Revelation 10:1 who we now understand to be Jesus Himself, who opens to the understanding of finite men, the prophecies of Daniel. Specifically here in America, William Miller, was given the understanding of the Daniel prophecies. Also the conclusion of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, which the Millerite Adventists ultimately settled on October 22nd 1844 as the time of the fulfillment of that prophecy. The only problem was that they thought the cleansing of the sanctuary meant that Jesus was returning to earth to gather His elect and destroy the earth with fire. They did not understand that the sanctuary referred to was the heavenly sanctuary.

In Malachi 3:1 “… and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, …” This is Jesus moving into the Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary on October 22, 1844. This is confirmed by the Spirit of Prophecy in GC 424.3:
God’s prophet says, “This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: "The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord to His temple was sudden, unexpected, to His people. They were not looking for Him there. They expected Him to come to earth, "in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel."” 2 Thessalonians 1:8.  {GC 424.3}
In Revelation 10:2 “And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth,” we have Jesus opening to His people the understanding of the prophecies of the previously sealed little book of Daniel. Where it says, “… and he set his right foot upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth,” means that this message is to go worldwide.
In Revelation 10:3 we read “And cried with a loud voice, as [when] a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.” The SOP confirms that Jesus is the Lion of the tribe of Judah in RH, May 16, 1899 par. 10   “John was shown the slain Lamb of God, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Conqueror, standing in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, which are the seven churches.”  {RH, May 16, 1899 par. 10} 
In Revelation 10:3, The mighty angel, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, cries with a loud voice, as a Lion roars.
Amos 3:7, 8 ”Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.  The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?
The Lion has roared, the Lord Jesus has revealed His secret sealed book of Daniel to the man who would disclose the prophecy to the world.

When the lion roars people tremble. God wants us to tremble when we hear these messages so that we will turn from sin. We need to revive and reform.

Back in the 1840’s men feared and trembled. But after the passing of the time, the 50,000 Millerite Adventists dwindle down to 50 after the prophesied disappointment in Revelation 10:10 “And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.”

In Revelation 10:11 the mighty angel spoke to John,  “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Those who remained discovered that they must prophesy again. They must declare that God’s law has never been changed and that Jesus is in the Most Holy Place trying to purify His people. God’s people must go forward again.

Hebrews 5:11 describes the problem, “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.” This has always been a problem within God’s people.
In Hebrews 5:12-14 God is calling all of us to be teachers, “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which [be] the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  For every one that useth milk [is] unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, [even] those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

These scriptures delineate the threefold problem within Adventism today. 1. We are dull of hearing because of the cares of this life; 2. We are still using milk; 3. Most SDA churches are still giving milk and no meat.

Meat is for those who have been benefitted from the milk. As the scripture just said, “…by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” By studying the deep things the senses are exercised. If the spiritual diet is always milk, they will always be babes who are unable to understand the deep things of God that God wants us to know.
Hebrews 6:1-3 “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,  
Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.  And this will we do, if God permit.” Do you understand what is being said here? God is trying to move us past all these principles that are taught in the outer court.
We are to be messengers of the Covenant in the Most Holy Place while moving on to perfection of character. Those in the outer court are running back and forth between the altar of sacrifice and the gate, but not into the sanctuary. In the majority of churches, the sanctuary is a non issue. There is no time for God’s faithful to be moving around in the outer court for the Lion has roared and we are to be in the Most Holy Place by faith.
We should all be familiar with the fact that in late June of this year that the late Tony Palmer became the ecumenical bridge builder between Pope Francis I and those within Protestantism. He was asking all Catholics, Protestants, Evangelicals and Pentecostals to come together in unity now, in spite of doctrinal differences.
The Lutherans and Catholics signed an agreement that the protest is over, a few years short of the 500th anniversary of Luther’s protest, culminating in 2017. It was on October 31, 1517, that Luther posted the ninety-five theses, which he had composed in Latin, on the door of the Castle Church of Wittenberg, according to university custom.
This Pope has been having prayer summits with all religions, Christian and non-Christian. He is trying to bring about a unity in all of the world’s religions. It was during the reign of Pope Benedict that a declaration was made that the Roman Catholic Church is the only true religion. The Vatican is calling all religions to change their sentiments toward Rome as the Roman Catholic Church, according to their statement, is the only means of salvation.
 The Seventh-day Adventist Church has no new message. We are to teach the people the everlasting gospel truths of the three angel’s messages that would include our pillar doctrines, the 1888 message of Christ our righteousness, and the health message, while holding the standards high. We need to keep pressing forward in the Most Holy Place, as our people must move away from the milk and the outer court experience. 
As the Lion roars, God needs Enoch’s and Elijah’s here in the dwindling days of this final generation, to go forward and prophesy. We are not only to know the truth, but we must be transformed by it.
Soon we will be in the little time of trouble and facing most difficult trials. 
The S.O.P. gives us this counsel in CCh 39.6: “The worshipers of God will be especially distinguished by their regard for the fourth commandment, since this is the sign of God's creative power and the witness to His claim upon man's reverence and homage. The wicked will be distinguished by their efforts to tear down the Creator's memorial and to exalt the institution of Rome. In the issue of the conflict all Christendom will be divided into two great classes, those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark. Although church and state will unite their power to compel all, "small and great, rich and poor, free and bond," to receive the mark of the beast, yet the people of God will not receive it. Revelation 13:16.” {CCh 39.6} 

CCh 40.1 “Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations from one end of the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming,—a time of trouble such as has not been since there was a nation—God's chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot destroy them, for angels that excel in strength will protect them.” {CCh 40.1}

For our comfort, I close with this S.O.P. quote from COL 171.2 & 3 “When trials arise that seem unexplainable, we should not allow our peace to be spoiled. However unjustly we may be treated, let not passion arise. By indulging a spirit of retaliation we injure ourselves. We destroy our own confidence in God, and grieve the Holy Spirit. There is by our side a witness, a heavenly messenger, who will lift up for us a standard against the enemy. He will shut us in with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. Beyond this Satan cannot penetrate. He cannot pass this shield of holy light.  {COL 171.3}  

     While the world is progressing in wickedness, none of us need flatter ourselves that we shall have no difficulties. But it is these very difficulties that bring us into the audience chamber of the Most High. We may seek counsel of One who is infinite in wisdom.”  {COL 172.1}  
Let us pray …

